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and other members of his family in the citadel, and left post-haste
for Kabul, leaving Bairam Khan to look after the administration
of the conquered territory. In gratitude for his assistance,
Humayun sent to Shah Tahmasp in sealed boxes the treasures
found in the fort.
The advance of Humayun sent a wave of panic in Kabul. Kam-
ran ordered the transfer of Akbar from the quarters of Khanzada
Begum to his own palace, and entrusted the prince to the care of
his chief wife, Mohtrima Begum. He imprisoned Shams-ud-Din
Muhammad Ghaznavi, husband of Jiji Anaga. Similar treat-
ment was meted out to other dignitaries and their wives suspect-
ed of loyalty to Humayun. These arrests led to a spate of deser-
tions at the highest level, which made Kamran cry out in anguish:
4il am alone. Nobody seems to have faith in me.'*
Joined on the way by Mirza Hindal and Yadgar-Nasir Mirza*,
Humayun broke through the outer defences of Kabul following
fearsome attacks on enemy positions. In these assaults, Mirza
Hindal fought with such disregard for his life as to win the admi-
ration of his brother. Never again were his bonafides doubted.
Mirza Kamran made plans to wage a long, defensive war against
the rapidly advancing Mughal army, but when the Governor of
Kabul, the famous Qaracha Khan, opened the gates of the city
for Humayun to enter without a fight, the Mirza saw the futility
of further resistance, ordered a rampart of the fort to be broken
down, and fled with his son to take shelter in the hills nearby.
Humayun entered Bala-Hisar on 15 November, 1545. Jauhar,
who was an eye-witness of the events that followed, tells that the
Emperor's first act was to inquire about the safety of Akbar. He
met the prince after nearly two years, and found him in good
health. He then ordered the release from jail of Shams-ud-Din
Muhammad and others imprisoned by Kamran for the sin of be-
ing associated with his son's upbringing. In thanksgiving, prayers
were held in all mosques of the city and alms distributed to the
poor.
According to Abul Fazl, Akbar was visibly moved when
Humayun gave him the fatherly embrace. The child clung to
Humayun as if to say that he (Humayun) should never leave him
\
*Bof& Hindal and Yadgar Nasir Mirza made a dramatic get-away from
Kabul soon after Bairam Khan's departure for Qandhar.